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1
SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR
CONCENTRATING GAS

PRIORITY

This application claims priority to provisional U.S. Pat.
app. Ser. Nos. 61/661,260 filed Jun. 18,2012 and 61/750,517
filed Jan. 9, 2013.

This application is also a continuation in part of U.S. patent
application Ser. Nos.:

Ser. No. 13/790,312 filed Mar. 8, 2013 (which claims pri-
ority to 61/661,260),

Ser. No. 13/790,826 filed Mar. 8, 2013 (which claims pri-
ority to 61/608,874),

Ser. No. 13/790,473 filed Mar. 8, 2013 (which claims pri-
ority to 61/750,517).

All of the aforementioned applications are incorporated by
reference herein.

COPYRIGHT NOTICE

A portion of the disclosure of this patent document con-
tains material which is subject to copyright protection. The
copyright owner has no objection to the facsimile reproduc-
tion by any one of the patent disclosure, as it appears in the
Patent and Trademark Office patent files or records, but oth-
erwise reserves all copyright rights whatsoever.

BACKGROUND

Various applications exist for the separation of gaseous
mixtures. For example, the separation of nitrogen from atmo-
spheric air can provide a highly concentrated source of oxy-
gen. These various applications include the provision of
elevated concentrations of oxygen for medical patients and
flight personnel. Hence, it is desirable to provide systems that
separate gaseous mixtures to provide a concentrated product
gas, such as a breathing gas with a concentration of oxygen.

Several existing product gas or oXygen concentrating sys-
tems and methods, for example, are disclosed in U.S. Pat.
Nos. 4,449,990, 5,906,672, 5,917,135, 5,988,165, 7,294,170,
7,455,717, 7,722,700, 7,875,105, 8,062,003, 8,070,853 and
U.S. Pat. Publication No. 2008/0257145 which are com-
monly assigned to Invacare Corporation of Elyria, Ohio and
fully incorporated herein by reference.

SUMMARY

In one embodiment, a gas concentrating system is pro-
vided. The system includes, for example, a gas separation
system having at least one separation space, at least one
sensor connected to the separation space and providing at
least one output signal indicative of the progress of gas sepa-
ration, at least one pump system associated with gas separa-
tion system; and a controller. The controller includes, for
example, logic reading the sensor output signal and logic
controlling at least one parameter of the pump system based
on the sensor output signal. The parameter of the pump sys-
tem can be any parameter affecting the characteristics or
operation of the pump system. Examples are disclosed but are
not intended to be limiting.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In the accompanying drawings which are incorporated in
and constitute a part of the specification, embodiments of the
invention are illustrated, which, together with a general
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2

description of the invention given above, and the detailed
description given below, serve to example the principles of
this invention.

FIG. 1A is a block diagram of one embodiment of a gas
concentrating system.

FIG. 1B is a block diagram of one embodiment of a micro-
pump or pump system.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of another embodiment of a
pump system associated with a gas concentrating system.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of another embodiment of a
pump system associated with a gas concentrating system.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of another embodiment of a
pump system associated with a gas concentrating system
more or less than all of the pumps are active.

FIG. 5 is a block diagram of yet another embodiment of a
pump system associated with a gas concentrating system
were less than all of the pumps are active.

FIG. 6 is a flowchart of one embodiment of control logic
associated with a gas concentrating system.

FIG. 7 is a flowchart of another embodiment of control
logic associated with a gas concentrating system.

DESCRIPTION

As described herein, when one or more components are
described or shown as being connected, joined, affixed,
coupled, attached, or otherwise interconnected, such inter-
connection may be direct as between the components or may
be in direct such as through the use of one or more interme-
diary components. Also as described herein, reference to a
member, component, or portion shall not be limited to a single
structural member, component, element, or portion but can
include an assembly of components, members, elements, or
portions.

Tustrated in FIG. 1A is one embodiment of an oxygen
concentrating system 100. The system may be stationary such
as, for example, for use in a hospital or a patient’s home. The
system can also be ambulatory or mobile such as, for
example, for use by a patient when they are away from home.
The system can be configured in a manner so as to allow the
patient to carry system such as, for example, through an over
the shoulder strap or through an arrangement whereby the
system includes a handle and wheels. Other mobility configu-
rations are also included.

System 100 includes a gas separation system 102, one or
more sensors 104, a pump means or system 110, and a con-
troller or control means 106. The controller 106 reads and
processes signals from the one or more sensors 104 and uses
logic 108 to control various devices and/or parameters of the
system. Gas separation system 102 may include any number
of means for separating a mixture of gases into one or more
components. One suitable means includes, for example, one
or more molecular sieve beds. Other means can include one or
more membrane-based separation media. Separation system
102 includes a separation space or volume that can include a
molecular sieve material for separating e.g., oxygen from
atmospheric air. The molecular sieve material acts as an
adsorbent blocking certain gaseous molecules while allowing
others to pass. Zeolite materials are commonly used as adsor-
bents for molecular sieve materials. Other materials can also
be used. The separation space or volume is typically cylin-
drical in nature, but can take other forms as well. Additionally,
separation system may be based on vacuum swing adsorp-
tion, pressure swing adsorption, and combinations thereof as
generally known to those skilled in the art. Examples of
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separation systems are disclosed in U.S. patent application
Ser. No. 13/790,473, filed Mar. 8, 2013 and incorporated by
reference herein.

Sensor(s) 104 are associated with gas separation system
102. In one embodiment, sensor(s) 104 are connected to the
separation space or volume. In this configuration, one or more
sensors 104 can monitor the progress of the gas separation in
the separation space or volume. This monitoring can be done
at one or more locations, as represented by the dashed line in
gas separation system 102. U.S. patent application Ser. No.
13/790,826 filed Mar. 8, 2013 describes several sensing
arrangement and is hereby incorporated by reference. As the
gas mixture is introduced into the separation space or volume,
an adsorption zone of finite, relatively large size is formed.
This adsorption zone is a region of the separation space or
volume in which the full capacity of the adsorbent material to
hold the adsorbable components has not been reached. The
composition of the gas in the voids of the zeolite varies from
substantially pure primary-product gas at the outlet end, to the
ambient gaseous mixture composition at the inlet end. Sen-
sor(s) 104 can sense the composition, concentration, pres-
sure, temperature, flow or other characteristics of the gas at
one or more locations within the separation space or volume.
Any of these characteristics or combinations of characteris-
tics may be indicative of the progress of gas separation.

This adsorption zone moves from the inlet of the separation
space or volume toward the outlet with a velocity significantly
less than the superficial gas velocity inthe bed. By sensing the
characteristic of the gas at one or more locations inside the
separation space or volume, sensor(s) 104 can provide data
indicating the movement or progress of the adsorption zone
within the separation space or volume. When the adsorption
zone reaches the outlet of the separation space or volume,
adsorbable components begin to flow through the outlet into
the nonadsorbable primary product stream. The time at which
this occurs is hereinafter referred to as “breakthrough” and
can be sensed or anticipated by sensor(s) 104. For a given
gaseous composition, the breakthrough is defined by the size
and configuration of the separation space or volume as well as
the packing configuration of the molecular sieve and the flow
rate and bed gas pressure. In one embodiment, separation
space or volume is generally cylindrical, while the output
volume rate can vary from about O to 6 liters per minute, and
more specifically 3, 5, and 6 liters, respectively. The break-
through is the time required for the diffusion reaction as
nitrogen saturates and is weakly bonded to the separation
media.

In one embodiment, sensor(s) 104 sense the concentration
of nitrogen gas as the adsorption zone moves through the
separation space or volume. The concentration of nitrogen
ahead of the adsorption zone will be low (to nonexistent),
whereas the concentration of nitrogen behind the adsorption
zone will be high due to it being the absorbable component of
the gas. In alternative embodiments, the concentration of
other gases can also be sensed including, for example, oxygen
where it is the absorbable component. Hence in one embodi-
ment, the absorbable component of the gas mixture can be
monitored by sensor(s) 104 at one or more locations in the
separation space or volume. Other parameters can also be
sensed including the temperature, pressure, and flow associ-
ated with portions of the separation space or volume.

There are several locations at which sensor(s) 104 can
monitor the separation space or volume. In one embodiment,
sensor(s) 104 can be connected to the separation space or
volume along the direction of its axial length. For example, if
the separation space or volume is generally in the form of a
cylinder, a sensor 104 can be connected near the top or outlet
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of the cylinder, either at the top wall of the cylinder or a top
portion of the side wall of the cylinder. In another embodi-
ment, a second sensor can be connected near a middle portion
of the cylinder such as through a middle portion of its side-
wall. In yet another embodiment, the third sensor can be
connected to a lower or inlet portion of the cylinder such as
through a bottom wall of the cylinder or a bottom portion of
the side wall of the cylinder. Additional sensors may be dis-
posed anywhere between the aforementioned sensors as well.
In yet another embodiment, sensor 104 can be connected to
the output of the separation space or volume. In this manner,
sensor(s) 104 can monitor the progress of gas separation
inside the separation space or volume. Sensor(s) 104 can also
be used to monitor regeneration, desorption or purging of the
separation space or volume as typically occurs pressure,
vacuum or pressure-vacuum swing adsorption cycles. In such
a case, sensor(s) can monitor the progress of, e.g., nitrogen
removal from the separation space or volume and use that
information as feedback to control the pneumatic compo-
nents of the system. This is akin to monitoring the reverse of
a breakthrough, where nitrogen is purged from the system.

Controller 106 reads and processes data or information
received from sensor(s) 104 to control or adjust one or more
devices or parameters of the gas separation system 100. Con-
troller 106 can be microprocessor-based and includes one or
more memories for storing control logic 108. Control logic
108 contains instructions to be executed by controller 106
that, for example, determine the progress of gas separation
and adjust one or more devices or parameters of the separa-
tion system based on that information.

In one embodiment, controller 106 and control logic 108
control the operational parameters of pump system 110.
Pump system 110 is typically responsible for controlling the
pressure and flow rates of the various gases affected by sepa-
ration system 102. For example, in a pressure swing or
vacuum swing absorption system, pump system 110 func-
tions to provide the working pressures (positive or negative)
that transport gases into and out of separation system 102.

FIG. 1B illustrates one example of a pump system 110
having a micro-pump component 112 having a piezoceramic
disk 114 attached to a membrane or diaphragm 116 that is
capable of moving at various frequencies in response to an
alternating applied voltage. In various embodiments, for
example, the frequency range may be up to about 1 kHz, from
about 1 kHz to several 10 kHz, or from several 10 kHz and
higher. The disk-shaped piezo element 114 can be mounted
directly on the pump diaphragm 116 to deflect the pump
diaphragm 116 during each voltage cycle, creating pumping
action that includes associated vacuums and pressures. For
example, in operation, as the applied voltage on the disk-
shaped piezo element 114 causes the pump diaphragm 116 to
deflect up, gas can be drawn into a pump chamber 122 of the
micro-pump 112 through valve 118. As the applied voltage on
the disk-shaped piezo element 114 cycles, causing the pump
diaphragm 116 to deflect down, gas can be pushed out of the
pump chamber 122 and the micro-pump 112 through valve
120. Valves 118, 120 may be check valves or valves con-
trolled by a control system. Further examples of pump sys-
tems are disclosed in U.S. Pat. App. Ser. No. 61/661,260 filed
Jun. 18, 2012 and Ser. No. 13/790,312 filed Mar. 8, 2013,
which are incorporated by reference.

In this manner, one or more micro-pumps 112 can be used
with one another to create a range of vacuums or pressures in
various series or parallel configurations. In some embodi-
ments, individual micro-pumps 112 can be different from
each other and may have different specifications and operat-
ing characteristics. For example, a plurality of micro-pumps
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112 can be arranged in a series configuration such that the
output of one micro-pump is coupled to the input of another
micro-pump. In this manner, the micro-pump assembly can
yield a pressure or vacuum that is an additive combination of
the individual pressures or vacuums associated with each
micro-pump. In another exemplary embodiment, a plurality
of micro-pumps 112 can be arranged in a parallel configura-
tion such that the outputs and inputs of the micro-pumps are
coupled together. In this manner, the micro-pump assembly
can yield a pressure, vacuum, and/or flow rate that is an
additive combination of the individual pressure, vacuum,
and/or flow rates associated with each micro-pump. In yet
another exemplary embodiment, a plurality of micro-pumps
can be arranged in a combination series and parallel configu-
ration. In this manner, the micro-pump assembly can yield a
pressure, vacuum, and/or flow rate that is an additive combi-
nation of the individual pressure, vacuum, and/or flow rates
associated with groups of micro-pumps.

Hence, any number of micro-pumps can be coupled
together in a micro-pump assembly using various series and/
or parallel configurations to produce a wide range of pres-
sures, vacuums, and/or flow rates. For example, an individual
micro-pump or a plurality of micro-pump assemblies may be
used as the as pressure system 110.

FIG. 2 illustrates one embodiment of a pump system 110
associated with a gas concentrating system. Pump system 110
can include one or more micro-pumps 200, 202 and 204. Any
number of micro-pumps can be included based on system
requirements. In one embodiment, a micro-pump can include
a piezo-driven membrane or micro-diaphragm as its force
component. The micro-pumps can be configured to output a
positive pressure or negative pressure (e.g., vacuum), as
required by the system design (e.g., vacuum swing adsorp-
tion, pressure swing adsorption, etc.) Further examples of
micro-pumps and separation systems are disclosed in U.S.
Pat. app. Ser. Nos. 61/661,260, 13/790,312, 61/750,517 and
13/790,473, which are hereby incorporated by reference.

The pump system 110 of FIG. 2 shows a plurality of micro-
pumps 200-204 in a series configuration. In an alternate
embodiment, the micro-pumps 200-204 can be in a parallel
configuration. In the configuration shown in FIG. 2, each
micro-pump is individually controllable by controller 106
and control logic 108 based on data or information from
sensor(s) 104. Controller 106 can control one or more param-
eters of each micro-pump including, for example, on/off
state, frequency of operation, output pressure or vacuum
level, energy consumption, and flow rate.

FIG. 3 illustrates another embodiment of pump system 110
where there are parallel banks of micro-pumps. Each bank
can include one or more micro-pumps in series configuration.
For example, the first bank includes micro-pumps 200-204
and a second bank includes micro-pumps 206-210. While
only two banks of micro-pumps are illustrated, it should be
clear that any number of banks can be included and that
within each bank any number of micro-pumps can be present.
In this configuration, controller 106 and logic 108 can control
each individual micro-pump, as described above.

FIG. 4 illustrates another embodiment of pump system 110
having a plurality of micro-pumps in an array-like configu-
ration. Micro-pumps 400 and 402 have been identified by way
of'example. In this embodiment, the plurality of micro-pumps
are distributed in a rectangular array. Controller 106 and logic
108 are connected to control the operating parameters of each
individual micro-pump based on the information provided by
sensor(s) 104. In this embodiment, every other micro-pump is
active or on, as indicated by solid lines as shown by way of
example by micro-pump 400. The dotted micro-pumps, as
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6

shown by way of example by micro-pump 402, are not active
or off. FIG. 5 illustrates an embodiment of pump system 110
where only the center portion micro-pumps 502 are active or
on. The surrounding micro-pumps 500 are in active or off.
Controller 106 and logic 108 are configured to control each
individual micro-pump in the plurality so that any appropriate
pattern of active or inactive micro-pumps can be generated.
Also as described above, controller 106 and logic 108 can
control one or more parameters of each individual micro-
pump in the plurality to generate a variety of conditions in
separation system 102.

Referring now to FIG. 6, one embodiment of a flow chart
600 for a gas concentrating system is illustrated. The rectan-
gular elements denote processing blocks and represent com-
puter software instructions or groups of instructions. The
diamond elements represent decision processing blocks and
computer software instructions or groups of instructions. The
flow diagram(s) shown and described herein do not depict
syntax of any particular programming language. Rather, the
flow diagram(s) illustrate the functional information that may
be used to fabricate circuits or to generate computer software
to perform the processing of the system. It should be noted
that many routine program elements, such as initialization of
loops and variables and the use of temporary variables are not
shown. Furthermore, the exact order of the process steps need
not necessarily be performed in the order shown or described
herein and may be modified.

Inblock 602, the control logic reads a first set of parameters
associated with the control of the gas concentrating system.
These parameters can be read from a memory associated with
controller 106. The parameters can include, for example, all
the operational settings for the pneumatic components of the
gas concentrating system such as, for example, pump system
100 and separation system 102 components (e.g., crossover
valving means, concentration equalization devices and other
controllable devices such as motors and valves.) The data
may include timing, sequence, pressure, oxygen concentra-
tion, nitrogen concentration, temperature and other process or
flow settings and subsets of the foregoing. In block 604, the
logic operates the pneumatic components of the gas concen-
trating system according to the first set of parameters in order
to produce concentrated gas product.

In block 606, a sensing device or means (such as sensor(s)
104) are read by controller 106. As described above, sensor(s)
104 provide information indicative of the progress of an
absorption zone in the separation space or volume. In one
example, sensor(s) 104 monitor to determine when the
adsorption zone will reach the outlet or an area proximate to
the outlet of the separation space or volume. In this situation,
sensor(s) 104 will indicate a change in their reading to indi-
cate, for example, the adsorption zone has reached the outlet
of the separation space or volume thereby producing an
increased level of nitrogen concentration measured at that
outlet. The timing of such an event is used in block 608 to
adjust one or more of the gas concentrating system control
parameters such as, for example, the opening and closing of
valves associated with the separation system and/or one or
more parameters of pump system 110 including, for example,
individual or groups of micro-pumps. Adjusting one or more
of these parameters can result in a more efficient production
of product gas from the system. It can also result in a more
efficient regeneration or purging of the separation space or
volume.

In block 610, the adjusted control parameters are stored in
memory and used to operate the system’s pneumatic compo-
nents. The logic then loops back to block 606 to once again
read the output of sensing device(s) or means. As described
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above, the logic may loop back to block 606 after each fill/
purge cycle, or after a designated plurality of fill/purge cycles
of the separation system. In this manner, the gas concentrat-
ing system adjusts its operating parameters based on the
absorption process that is going on in the separation system.
This adjustment can include changing the state of the valves
and pumps within gas separation system to initiate a purge
cycle, fill cycle, pressure equalization step, concentration
equalization step, etc. It can also include adjusting the opera-
tional state of one of more valves and pumps. Valve positions
may be adjusted to be more open or closed. Pumps can be
adjusted to provide more or less pressure or flow. Further-
more, as described above, the number of active pumps can be
adjusted, along with their pressure and flow outputs. Still
further, the timing cycles of the pumps and valves can be
adjusted by, for example, advancing or delaying their timing,
or by changing their cycle durations.

FIG. 7 illustrates another embodiment of a logic flow dia-
gram for controlling gas separation. In block 702, the logic
reads the sensing devices (e.g., sensor(s) 104) output signal.
In block 704 the logic determines the progress of the gas
separation by determining the progress of the adsorption
zone. As described earlier, in one embodiment, this zone is
represented by progress of an adsorbed component such as
Nitrogen being increasingly adsorbed by the gas separation
system. Since sensor(s) 104 can be located at one or more
locations within the gas separation system, logic 700 can
determine the physical progress of the nitrogen adsorption
zone as it travels. In block 706, the logic determines if the
adsorption zone is near the end of the separation space (e.g.,
or approaching breakthrough). This is done by reading the
output of a sensor 104 that is proximate the end or output of
the separation space. In block 708, logic 700 adjusts the
operating parameters of the pneumatic components. These
adjustments include the same adjustments described in con-
nection with block 610 of FIG. 6 and elsewhere herein.

The control or flow logic shown and described herein pret-
erably resides in or on a computer readable medium such as,
for example, a Read-Only Memory (ROM), Random-Access
Memory (RAM), programmable read-only memory
(PROM), electrically programmable read-only memory
(EPROM), electrically erasable programmable read-only
memory (EEPROM), magnetic disk or tape, and optically
readable mediums including CD-ROM and DVD-ROM. Still
further, the processes and logic described herein can be
merged into one large process flow or divided into many
sub-process flows. The order in which the process flows
herein have been described is not critical and can be rear-
ranged while still accomplishing the same results. Indeed, the
process tlows described herein may be rearranged, consoli-
dated, and/or re-organized in their implementation as war-
ranted or desired.

In this manner, the progress of gas separation can be used
by the system to control, for example, the operational state of
the pump system. The pump system can include a plurality of
micro-pumps where each pump is individual controllable.
The micro-pumps can be in the form of an array of micro-
pumps of any number. The pumps in the array can be con-
trolled in any manner to affect the gas separation system
performance. For example, the active number of pumps can
be controller, their frequency of operation, output pressure,
and flow can be controlled. This control can be based on
progress of gas separation as determined by the sensors and,
in this manner, can provide a real-time control with a high
degree of process control based on real-time gas separation
being used to control the separation process through the
pumps and other pneumatic components.
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While the present invention has been illustrated by the
description of embodiments thereof, and while the embodi-
ments have been described in considerable detail, it is not the
intention of the applicant to restrict or in any way limit the
scope of the appended claims to such detail. Additional
advantages and modifications will readily appear to those
skilled in the art. For example, other devices and methods for
determining or sensing gas concentration within a sieve bed
can beused. Therefore, the invention, in its broader aspects, is
not limited to the specific details, the representative appara-
tus, and illustrative examples shown and described. Accord-
ingly, departures can be made from such details without
departing from the spirit or scope of the applicant’s general
inventive concept.

The invention claimed is:

1. A gas concentrating system comprising:

a gas separation system having at least one separation

space;

at least one sensor connected to the separation space and

providing at least one output signal indicative of the
progress of gas separation;

atleast one pump system associated with the gas separation

system, wherein the pump system comprises a plurality
of pumps; and

a controller comprising:

logic reading the sensor output signal;

logic controlling at least a first parameter of a first pump
of'the pump system based on the sensor output signal;
and

logic controlling at least a second parameter of a second
pump of the pump system based on the sensor output
signal.

2. The system of claim 1 wherein the controller further
comprises logic operating the at least one pump system based
at least in part on stored parameter settings, wherein the
stored parameter settings comprise at least one of a first
setting for the first parameter based on the sensor output
signal and a second setting for the second parameter based on
the sensor output signal.

3. The system of claim 1 wherein the controller further
comprises:

logic determining the progress of a breakthrough zone

associated with the progress of gas separation;

logic determining if the breakthrough zone is near the end

of the separation space;

logic adjusting at least one of a first setting for the first

parameter and a second setting for the second parameter
based on when the breakthrough zone is near the end of
the separation space.

4. The system of claim 1 wherein the logic controlling at
least the first parameter of the first pump comprises logic
controlling at least an output pressure of the first pump.

5. The system of claim 1 wherein the logic controlling at
least the first of the first pump comprises logic controlling at
least an output pressure of the first pump and the logic con-
trolling at least the second parameter of the second pump
comprises logic controlling at least an output pressure of the
second pump.

6. The system of claim 1 wherein the logic controlling at
least the first parameter of the first pump comprises logic
controlling at least an on and off state of the first pump and the
logic controlling at least the second parameter of the second
pump comprises logic controlling at least an on and off state
of'the second pump.

7. The system of claim 1 wherein the at least one sensor
comprises a sensor selected from the group consisting of:
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oxygen, nitrogen, pressure, temperature, and combinations of
the foregoing types of sensors.

8. The system of claim 1 wherein the at least one sensor
comprises a plurality of sensors connected to the separation
space.

9. The system of claim 1 wherein the at least one sensor
comprises a plurality of sensors connected to a plurality of
locations within the separation space.

10. The system of claim 1 wherein the controller comprises
logic reading a plurality of sensor output signals associated
with a plurality of sensors connected to a plurality of locations
within the separation space.

11. The system of claim 1 wherein the plurality of pumps
comprises pumps having a piezoelectric element.

12. The system of claim 1 wherein at least one of the first
parameter and the second parameter comprises a frequency of
pump operation.

13. The system of claim 1 wherein the controller further
comprises logic increasing or decreasing a number of oper-
ating pumps based on the sensor output signal.

14. The system of claim 1 wherein the at least one sensor
comprises at least one oxygen sensor monitoring the progress
of oxygen separation in the separation space and the at least
one parameter of the pump system comprises an output pres-
sure.

15. The system of claim 1 wherein the at least one sensor
comprises at least one oxygen sensor monitoring the progress
of oxygen separation in the separation space and the at least
one parameter of the pump system comprises a frequency of
pump operation.

16. The system of claim 1 wherein the at least one sensor
comprises at least one oxygen sensor monitoring the progress
of oxygen separation in the separation space and the at least
one parameter of the pump system comprises the number of
active pumps.
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17. A gas concentrating system comprising:

a gas separation means having at least one separation

space;

at least one sensor means connected to the separation space

and providing at least one output signal indicative of the
progress of gas separation;

means for providing a positive or negative pressure con-

nected to the gas separation means, wherein the means
for providing a positive or negative pressure comprises a
plurality of pumping means; and

a means for reading the sensor means output signal and

controlling at least a first parameter of a first pumping
means and at least a second parameter of'a second pump-
ing means based on the sensor means output signal.

18. The system of claim 17 wherein the sensor means
comprises means for sensing oxygen within the separation
space and the gas concentration system further comprises
means for controlling the number of active pumping means.

19. A method of concentrating gas comprising:

sensing the progress of gas separation within a gas separa-

tion space and generating at least one output signal;
reading the output signal;

controlling at least one pressure based parameter of a first

pump assembly based on the progress of the gas sepa-
ration within the gas separation space; and

controlling at least one pressure based parameter of a sec-

ond pump assembly based on the progress of the gas
separation within the gas separation space.

20. The method of claim 19 wherein sensing the progress of
gas separation comprises sensing the oxygen concentration
within the gas separation space and wherein the method fur-
ther comprises controlling the number of active pump assem-
blies.



